
St. John Catholic Elementary School 

“Rooted in Faith” 

99 Strange Street 

Kitchener, Ontario   N2G 1R4 

Main Office —519 579-0890     Fax 519 579-0561 

http://stjohns.wcdsb.ca/ 

This student agenda is designed to be an information tool for students and their families. It is regularly used from 

Grades 1—8 as a daily communication tool. Some of our Grade 7 & 8 students will use D2L or the Google Classroom 

and will not have a student agenda book. Our school newsletters, classroom newsletters, D2L and Google classrooms, 

Newswire, Twitter (@stjthunder) and our boulevard sign are other tools we use for communication. We look forward 

to this new school year and the endless possibilities it brings for us to build relationships that focus on student 

learning and character development.  

This student agenda belongs to: __________________________ Teacher: _________________________Rm: ____  

I have reviewed this agenda with my child.     Date: ________________________ 

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

               (Parent/Guardian Signature)             (Student Signature) 

DAILY TIMETABLE 

8:45—9:15—school playground is supervised to 
support early arrival 
9:15—entry bell  

10:25—10:40 -morning recess 

12:00-12:20—lunch 

12:20—1:00—  lunch break 

1:00—afternoon bell 

2:20— 2:35 -afternoon recess 

3:45—dismissal 

Principal: Paul Gladding 

Vice Principal: Sherry MacDonald 

Lead Administrative Assistant: Lisa Miller 

Administrative Assistant:  Taylor Piellusch 

Head Custodian:  Brad Murawsky 

Night Custodians:  Dean Walter & Tina LaRoque 

Extended Day Phone: 226-750-7695 

ESL Teachers: Eva Kruzlics , Suzanne Johnson, Atinuke Bankole 
& Michelle Soulard 

School Superintendent: John Klein 

When the weather is bad… 

Go to the Student Transportation website to check if 
busses are running by clicking on delays 

http://www.stswr.ca/ or follow them on Twitter @STSWR 



 

Tuesday, September 4—School begins for Grades 1 –8 

Tuesday, September 18—Open House & BBQ –5:30—7:00 

Friday, September 21—P. D. Day—no school for students 

October 17—19—Grade 8—Mount Mary Retreat 

Monday, October 8—Thanksgiving Day—no school 

Monday, October 26—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Tuesday, November  6—Progress Report sent home 

November 8 —Progress Report interviews 

Friday, November 16—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Friday, December 7—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Christmas Break—December 24—January 4 

 

Monday, January 7—back to school  

Friday, January 25—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Thursday, February  14—Term 1 Report Card sent home 

Monday, February 18—Family Day—no school 

 

March Break—March 11—March 15 

Friday, April 19—Good Friday—no school 

Monday, April 22—Easter Monday—no school 

Friday, April 12—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Monday, May 20—Victoria Day—no school 

Friday, May 31—P.D. Day—no school for students 

Tuesday, June 25—Term 2 Report Card sent home 

Thursday, June 27– Grade 8 Graduation  

Friday, June 28—last day of school—3:45 dismissal 

 

 

 

 

Our Namesake—St. John the Baptist 

 

John the Baptist was the son of 
Elizabeth and Zachary. Elizabeth 
was unable to have children, so 
Zachary and Elizabeth would often 
pray to the Lord to give them chil-
dren. One night the angel Gabriel 
visited Zachary and told him that 
the Lord was giving him a son and that he was to name 
him John. Both Elizabeth and Zachary were overcome 
with happiness as they finally had a son, and followed the 
angel’s instructions to name him John. 
 
Elizabeth and her husband Zachary were very old and 
their child was a very special child. He had been chosen 
by God for a special mission. That mission was to pre-
pare the hearts of the people for the coming Messiah. 
 
The prophet Isaiah spoke of John as "the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness" telling the people to get ready 
for the coming of Jesus. John told them that Jesus 
would be greater and mightier than he, and that he was 
not worthy to loosen the straps or even carry the sandals 
of the Lord. 
 

He was dressed in clothes made of camel's hair and had a 
leather belt around his waist. He lived in the desert and 
ate locusts and wild honey. 

He went through all the country around the Jordan 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 

Crowds of people came confessing their sins and he bap-
tized them in the Jordan River. He told them that they 
must live right. They asked him what they should do. He 
said that if they had two coats, they should share with a 
person who did not have a coat, and if they had food, 
they should share with those who did not. 

The tax collectors asked what they should do, and he 
told them to be honest in their collection of taxes and 
to not collect more than they were required to. 
 
The soldiers asked what they should do, and he told 
them to not take money from people illegally, to always 
tell the truth and not falsely accuse people. When Jesus 
came to Jordan, John recognized him as the Messiah 
and baptized Jesus. John always spoke the truth, even 
when people didn't want to hear it. He fearlessly con-
fronted King Herod with the evil he had done. Eventu-
ally this truth cost him his life.

2018—2019 School Year Calendar 



Technology & Social Media 

Cell phones, tablets, Chromebooks, 
computers and other electronic 
devices are a part of school life and 
learning and our school staff endeavor 

to teach students responsible use of this technology.  

 

WCDSB Policy: 

Each student and parent is 
required to review & sign a 
“Student Acceptable Use of 
Technology and Electronic Data 
Access Informed Consent Form” 
that is appropriate to his/her 
grade.  

This information is posted on the 
WCDSB website. 

Grades 1-3 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/ap_memos/PDF/Form-APS017-
01.pdf 

Grades 4-8 

https://www.wcdsb.ca/ap_memos/PDF/Form-APS017-
02.pdf 

 

School Policy Extensions: 

 Students bringing cell phones or other electronic 
devices with photo/video/data capability will be 
required to keep them in a locked cupboard/drawer 
in the classroom. The location or procedure may 
vary from classroom to classroom. These devices are 
prohibited in washrooms and gym changerooms. 

 Students will have access to devices only with staff 
permission and supervision and only within the 
classroom or other learning environment with the 
explicit purpose of learning. 

The consequence for inappropriate use of school 
technology is the removal of access to school technology 
for a period of time reflective of the infraction and the 
number of offences at the discretion of the Principal 
and/or Vice Principal in collaboration with the teacher.  

In the case of a inappropriate use of a personal device, 
students will have their device confiscated immediately 
and this device will be returned at the end of the day to 
the student or parent/guardian depending on the 
situation.  

The school is not responsible for the loss or damage to 
personal devices. 

Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board 

 

Mission: “As disciples of Christ, 
we educate hope in all 
learners to realize their full 
potential to transform God’s world.” 

 

Vision: “Our  Catholic Schools: heart of the 
community—success for each, a place for all.” 

 

St. John Catholic School  

 

The mission of the St. John Catholic  
School community, as cooperative parents/guardians 
and educators, is to nurture faith and instill the 
skills, knowledge and values required for each unique 
child to achieve full potential as a lifelong learner, by 
providing active learning opportunities in a caring, 
respectful environment. As a school community, we 
are “Rooted in Faith”. 
 
Catholic education views human life as an integration 
of body, mind and spirit. Rooted in this vision, 
Catholic education fosters the search for knowledge 
as a lifelong spiritual and academic quest. The 
expectations of the Catholic learning community are 
described not only in terms of knowledge and skills 
but also in terms of values and attributes and actions.  

 

Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations 
(Elementary Version) 

 

I AM A BELIEVER! 

I HAVE A VOICE! 

I HAVE IDEAS! 

I AM A LEARNER FOR LIFE! 

I AM A TEAM PLAYER! 

I CARE! 

I HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES! 

 

 



Thunder Student Agreements 

 I will show respect for myself, others and my school 
community through my words and actions.  

 I will show an “I CARE” attitude toward learning and 
school expectations. 

 I will follow rules & expectations. 

 I will attend school regularly and punctually. 

 I will complete all academic assignments and homework 
to the best of my ability.  

 I will return forms & $ as requested in the timeline set 
for me.  

 I will take responsibility for any property damage I cause, 
accidental or intentional, because it is “the right thing 
to do.” 

 I will bring my BEST SELF to school every day! 

Thunder Outdoor Play Agreements 

I will share the play spaces and I will strive always to play 
safely.  

I will slide (winter months) in safe (adult approved) areas if I 
am wearing appropriate clothing – coat, boots, snow pants, 
mittens. 

I will play with a regular basketball at the hoops. 

I will play with a “soft” football or soccer ball on the field 
area during the winter months. 

I will use the snow and ice chunks to build forts and 
structures and I won’t throw or kick snow or ice at others. I 
will share the snow and ice chunks. 

I will go directly to my classroom line or entry/exit door as 
soon as the bell goes. 

I will play soccer, football or other ball sports without 
pushing, shoving or name-calling. 

I will use respectful and appropriate language at all times. 

I will ask adults to help me if I have a problem I can’t solve 
myself. 

I will keep my body under control outside by avoiding rough 
or aggressive games. 

I will keep the outdoors clean and the bees away by eating 
my snacks inside AND I will recycle & compost. 

Clothing and Footwear Agreements 

 
Attention to outward appearance is an important 
part of a student’s social development. Students and 
staff are expected to wear clothing and footwear 
appropriate for a positive school environment.  

Ask yourself: 

 Is what I am wearing clean and in good shape? 

 Are my shorts “just right” in terms of fit? 

 Are the messages on my clothing positive? 

 Do I have a long top over my spandex pants/leggings? 

 Do I have indoor and outdoor footwear? 

 Do I have shoes appropriate for gym? 

 Do my clothing choices cover the parts of my body 
that should be covered in a school environment? 

 Do I have extra clothes in case I need to change? 
 
 

Discipline is Learning 

We believe that students learn in different ways. 
Because the goal of school (and classroom) 
discipline is about learning, the intervention for 
behavior infractions depends on the individual 
student. Many students will respond by being told 
they broke a rule and have an opportunity to 
demonstrate how to uphold the rule in the future. 
Some students may require a more detailed plan for 
success. We believe that the most important part of 
discipline is student learning. Therefore, depending 
on the severity of the infraction and the specific 
learning needs of the student, one or more of the 
following progressive discipline strategies may be 
used to get the student “back on track.” 
 

 Talk with the student; make a plan 

 Apology – “Make it Right” 

 Withdrawal of privilege(s) - e.g. team or club 

 Recess/lunch breaks in an alternate location 

 Contact with parent/guardian 

 Restorative Justice or Restitution  

 In-school time out from classroom 

 Suspension from school for a minimum of one day 

Parents play a key role in supporting their child to 
develop the character and confidence to 
demonstrate discipline. It is discipline that is the 
foundation upon which all success is built.  



 

Cash Online 

Please join the thousands of parents who have already 
registered and are enjoying the convenience of paying for 
pizza, trips etc. ONLINE! This is also a place to find 
various permission forms.  

 

Step 1:  Register If you have not registered, please go to 
the School Cash Online home page https://
wcdsb.schoolcashonline.com/ and select the “Get Started 
Today” option. 

Complete each of the three Registration Steps 

*For Security Reasons your password, requires 8 
characters, one Uppercase letter, one lowercase 
letter and a number. 

 

Step 2:  Confirmation Email 

A registration confirmation email will be forwarded to you. 
Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your 
email and School Cash Online account. 

The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online 
site prompting you to sign into your account. Use your 
email address and password you just created with your 
account. 

 

Step 3:  Find Student 

This step will connect your child(ren) to your 
account. 

Enter the school board name 

Enter the school name 

Enter your child’s name & date of birth 

Select Continue 

On the next page confirm that you are related to 
the child. Check in the “agree box” and select 
Continue 

Your child has been added to your account 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Communication Guidelines  

What should you do if you have a concern or question? 

1. Note to the teacher in your child’s agenda 

2. Email to teacher (if applicable) 

3. Call the teacher 

4. Call the Principal (only after speaking with the teacher first) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Connected  

Newswire—get the latest news via email! 

Just go to our website & sign up: http://stjohns.wcdsb.ca 

Twitter - follow us @stjthunder  

D2L  

Go to WCDSB homepage—https://www.wcdsb.ca/ 

Scroll down and click on the link D2L 

Username: student login 

Password: student created password or birthday 

GAFE 

Once in D2L select the google drive icon from the 
Teacher Tools section and login. 

Username: student login @wcdsdb.ca 

Password: same as D2L or as selected by student 

Student Attendance/Punctuality  

If your child(ren) will be absent, please call the 
school at 519-579-0890. Messages may be left on 
the school answering machine. The Safe Arrival 
Policy requires that if we are not informed about 
your child’s absence, school personnel will contact 
you at home/work to make sure that your child is 
safe. Should we not be able to make contact with 
a parent/guardian regarding absence, the police 
may be notified regarding your child’s safety. 
 
If your child will be absent for an extended 

period of time, the parent/guardian will need to 
complete an “Intent to be Absent” form that is 
available at the main office. 

School begins at 9:15 a.m. and at 1:00 p.m. Please 
make every effort to instill in your children the life 
skill of punctuality. A child is late when they must 
enter the school through the front doors rather 
than with their class. When your child arrives late, 
he/she is to report to the office so that we are 
made aware of the child’s arrival and they can 
collect a “late pass” to be admitted to class. 

http://stjohns.wcdsb.ca


Student Health & Well-Being 

Illness 

If your child becomes ill  or has an accident at school we 
will contact you or your emergency contact and ask you 
to make the necessary arrangements to have your child 
picked up. It is important that your babysitter, address 
and work information is up to date. Please call the school 
if your child is sick. OFFICE: #519-579-0890 

 

Medication 

If your child has a critical health issue or a life-
threatening allergy or health condition please complete 
the package sent home on the first day of school. If your  
child requires medication on  a regular basis or for a 
short period of time, the medication form must be com-
pleted. These are available in the office.  

 

Head  Lice  

The only way head lice can be controlled is with careful,  
regular monitoring at home. School staff will not check 
your child for headlice but if they observe that your 
child has head lice, your child will be sent home and may 
not return until they have received the appropriate 
treatment and all the nits are removed from the hair. All 
clothing, bedding, headwear etc. should be laundered. 

 

Allergies 

Several children in our school have severe nut allergies. 
When packing your child’s lunches and snacks we ask 
that you take this into consideration so that every child 
in our school has a safe environment in which to eat. If a 
student in your child’s class has an additional allergy, a 
letter will be sent home to make you aware of the specif-
ic allergy. 

 

Lunch & Snacks 

Please make sure your child has enough lunch and snacks 
to keep them healthy through the school day. We have 
several water refill stations so we encourage your child 
to bring a re-fillable water bottle to school each day.   

Keeping our Students Safe 

 Our school playground is supervised from 8:45—
9:15 in order to support early arrival of students. 

 Parents must remain outside of the fenced areas 
at all times during drop-off and pick-up times. 

 Parents must remain outside at dismissal time and 
wait for their child.  During inclement weather 
our Kindergarten students exit through the main 
doors so please keep this area open. 

 All exterior school doors are locked. Access dur-
ing regular school hours is through the controlled 
entrance directly off the parking lot. The commu-
nity entrance is for parents and students enrolled 
in our Extended Day program only. 

 Students who are leaving for appointments or due 
to illness must be signed out by a parent. 

 All students who arrive late must check in at the 
office to get a late slip. Parents will not be permit-
ted to walk to their child’s classroom to deliver or 
pick up their child.  

 Please call the office or write a note to the teach-
er if you know your child will be absent or late or 
will be leaving for an appointment. 

 If your child is absent and we don’t get a phone-
call or a note,  and we can’t reach a parent, guard-
ian or emergency contact, our safe arrival proce-
dure is to call the police. 

 Parking is not permitted at any time along the 
roadway in and out of the school parking lot. The 
traffic is one way entering off of Strange Street. 
Please keep our students safe by not parking or 
stopping in the bus zone and on the roadway.  

 Encourage your child to walk into the school zone 
at the intersection where there are lights or onto 
the pathway in the back of the school yard.  

 Volunteers must sign in at the office. 

Morning Bell—9:15 

Lunch—12:00—1:00 

Dismissal—3:45 



St. John Celebrates Our Friends From Around the World! 

We welcome newcomer students from around the world!  

550 students attend St. John School. 

297 students in our school speak a language other than or in addition to English at home. 

Our  students speak 23 different languages: American Sign Language, Amharic, Arabic, Assyrian, Bari, Belen, 
Chichewa, English, Filipino/Tagalog, Greek, Hebrew, Hungarian, Igbo, Japanese, Lao, Luganda, Polish, Por-
tuguese, Romanian, Spanish, Tigrigna, Urdu and Vietnamese 

Newcomer students who are learning English are supported by the classroom teacher and may work with an 
English as a Second Language (ESL) Teacher a few times a week. 

Your child's first language and culture helps to make him / her special and unique! It also helps them to learn 
in English! So, at home parents are encouraged to: 

• Talk,  read and  write with your child in your first language 

• Share family stories about grandparents, relatives and special cultural celebrations 

• Watch movies in your first language 

• Listen to music from your culture 

• Your child can attend first language school on the weekend  

http://stlouis.wcdsb.ca/programsandcourses/il/elementary/ 

Interpreters 

If parents need an interpreter to talk to their child’s teacher and school staff, parents can ask for free interpreta-
tion at the school office. An appointment will be scheduled. 

 

Settlement Worker 

Newcomer parents can meet with the School Settlement Worker at St. John School on Tuesdays. Please contact 
Chandra Gosein by email chander.gosain@ckwymca.ca or by phone 519 501-3981 or St. John School 519 579-0890 to 
schedule an appointment.  

Newcomer parents will also find helpful info at http://settlement.org/. 

How is students’ school work evaluated? 

 

NEWCOMER RECEPTION CENTRE #519 743-3328 

    Report Card Grade 

Quality of Work Achievement Grades 1-6 Grades 7-8 

Excellent 4 A 80 – 100% 

Very good 3 B 70 – 79% 

Satisfactory 2 C 60 – 69% 

Needs improvement 1 D 50 – 59% 

http://stlouis.wcdsb.ca/programsandcourses/il/elementary/
mailto:tkassa@ckwymca.ca
http://settlement.org/


 

Library Learning Commons: 

 

 

 

Over the past few years the Library has grown to become a Library Learning Commons (LLC) to better reflect the 
many and varied learning activities that happen here. This includes traditional Library activities such as research, 
book borrowing, and story time, but it also includes new and exciting elements with updated technology, Chrome-
books, online databases, elements of Makerspaces, and an overall philosophy of collaboration and shared learning. 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, we spend a part of our school budget on Library Learning Commons materials and classroom textbooks 
for student use. Given the rising cost of books and our expectations that children learn responsibility, we require 
that students be held accountable for lost or damaged items. Parents are ultimately responsible for paying for, or 
replacing, materials lost or damaged by their child. Overdue notices are sent out regularly, and if you have questions 
or concerns, please contact the Librarian at the school.  

 

Our Library Learning Commons has an automated check-out system. This helps us to track the circulation and usage 
of materials and target our resources to the areas of most value to our students and staff. The catalogue of materi-
als in the St. John’s School LLC is accessible from home at http://library.wcdsb.ca:8080/?config=104#section=home. 

 

The WCDSB also subscribes to a number of databases and sites for research including Kids Infobits, Britannica 
School, PebbleGo, TumbleBooks and Overdrive E-Books. These are available at http://vlcguides.wcdsb.ca/home/
EZFind and can be accessed from school computers. If you wish to access these websites from home you will need 
to use your D2L account and connect to the Apps there. Students are encouraged to use these databases instead 
of going straight to Google, as they provide quality, reliable information without advertising or the concern of inap-
propriate content.  

Check out the next page for details…. 

 

 

Things that make books Happy 

  

Clean Hands Smiles & giggles & curiosity
  

Bookmarks to hug A cozy spot to read  

 

Quiet Times A good friend to enjoy them. 

Things that make books Sad 

 
Sticky food in their pages.   Being left behind 

 

Animals chewing their corners. 

 

Falling into mud puddles Not being shared 

http://library.wcdsb.ca:8080/?config=104#section=home
http://vlcguides.wcdsb.ca/home/EZFind
http://vlcguides.wcdsb.ca/home/EZFind


 

    
Login: watercdsb 

Password: wate2177 
No password required No password required 

Login: wcdsb 
Password: wcdsb 

 
 

 
 

Login: trillium 
Password: trillium 

Login: wcdsb 
Password: pebblego 

Login: trillium 
Password: trillium 

Login: watercdsb 
Password: wate2177 

    
Login: watercdsb 

Password: wate2177 
Login: waterloo 

Password: ebooks 
No password required In-school use only 

 
 

 

Gr.K-4 

 

Gr.3-6 

No password required 
Login: Student ID 

PIN: Date of birth MMDDYYYY 
Login: wcdsb 

Password: books 
Login: wcdsb 

Password: login 

 

  

 
 

Login: wcdsb 
Password: books 

http://stjohns.wcdsb.ca/ 
  

No password required 
Login: trillium 

Password: trillium 

  
D2L 

 

Login: wcdsb 
Password: wcdsb 

Login: trillium 
Password: trillium 

Login: OEN 
Password: MMDDYYY 

Student Specific 
Logins 

  

  

Student Registration Required 
Login: Student ID 

PIN: Date of birth MMDDYYYY 
Login: wcdsbstudent 

Password: oerbs 
Login: oneds10 

Password: 8ngeyf 

http://infotrac.galegroup.com/k12/infomark/111/1/1/purl=rc6_K12J?sw_aep=ko_k12hs_d67


 
 


