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Since 1968 the Vatican has 
designated its New Year’s Day 
message to peace.  In his first 
message of 2017 Pope Francis 
had this to say to the faithful: 

-nonviolence is the essential 
and non-negotiable key to true 
and lasting peace 

-Jesus is the true Prince of 
Peace—follow in his nonvio-
lent ways 

-make nonviolence the hallmark of your decisions, your 
relationships  and your actions 

-know that violence is not the cure for a broken world 

-remember that Jesus’ teaching of unconditional love 
calls us to turn the other cheek, love our enemies and 
faithfully live the Sermon on the Mount 

-some examples of nonviolent leaders include Mahatma 
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Dalai Lama and Martin Luther 
King Jr.  

It is our prayer that St. Francis, Bishop Crosby, Father 
Cruz and all of our pastoral leaders continue to guide us 
along the path of peace by reminding us that Jesus  is 
our brother, friend and role model.  

A New Year’s Message from Pope Francis 

Rooted in Faith January 9th—school begins  

January 10th—School Council Meeting—6:30 pm * 
cancelled due to weather 

January 18th—Gr. 8 Pathways Night @ REZ—6:30 pm 

January 27th—P.D. Day—no school for students 

February 7th—School Council meeting—6:30 pm 

February 16th—Term 1 Report Card goes home   

JK & NEW SK Registration * see page 4 for details 

       February 16th 1:00—7:00 p.m.  

       February 17th 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 *call the office for an appointment) 

February 20th—Family Day—no school for staff & 
students 

February 28th—Pancake Supper—St. John Church  

Check out your child’s D2L or Google classroom 
calendar for other events!   

THUNDER HAPPENINGS… 

 

Little Mermaid Jr.—rehearsals continue 

Tuesdays after school. 

 

Our THUNDER Boys’ basketball 

team is practicing for a one-day tournament. 

Mr. Vlemmix is coaching. 

 

Our THUNDER Girls’ volleyball 

team is practicing for a one– day 
tournament. 

Mrs. Kirk is coaching. 

“I Am Resilient, I HAVE Potential, I CAN Learn  

Our staff, students & families donated over $1000 to our Angel Tree this year! Thank you St. Theresa of 
Calcutta for your support! A special thank you to Jerry and his team at St. John church for organizing and 
delivering the Christmas hampers. #PEOPLEOFHOPE 

St. John is the FEATURED SCHOOL on the WCDSB homepage this week—check it out!           

Read about our rich history on pgs. 7 & 8 of this newsletter. 



     Inclement Weather—Bus Cancellations and School Closures  

KOOL-FM     FM 105.3 CKWR Kitchener FM 98.5 

MAGIC FM    FM 106.1 CHYM Kitchener FM 96.7 

570 News     AM 570 Dave FM FM 107.5 

KFUN          FM 99.5 Country FM 106.7 

Faith FM      FM 94.3  The Beat FM 91.5 

CBC Radio     FM 89.1 

 

Student Transportation Services Waterloo Region—  @STSWR (twitter) or www.stswr.ca  
St. John Catholic School—519 579-0890 or @stjthunder  
https://www.wcdsb.ca/delays-cancellations/index.aspx 
 

When schools are closed, all evening use programs and rentals are cancelled.  If schools are open, 

and where weather conditions deteriorate during the day, supplementary notices regarding evening 

use will be provided via the WCDSB website, social media feed, and through electronic mail to permit 

holders. 

 

 

                  
Cold Weather and Outdoor Play 
 
When schools are open, special consideration is given to the safety and well-being 
of students when they are outside at recess, lunch, or for other outdoor 
activities. When the temperature is between -16°C and -19°C: students will 
remain outside for no longer than 20 minutes at a time. When temperatures 
are colder than -19°C: students will remain inside. 

Student Safety and our School Yard - Please  help us to keep our students and your children  

safe by making sure that the only adults on the school yard and inside the Kindergarten fenced area 

before, during and after school dismissal, are school staff. We are asking parents and caregivers to kiss, 

hug, high five or fist bump your child(ren) at the gate to the blacktop or the Kindergarten area and then 
remain, if you choose, on the sidewalk behind the fence. 

 

If you are visiting the school or picking up your child during school hours you MUST sign in at the 
office. All volunteers in the school will wear volunteer badges. For special events, special labels will be 

available. All staff, and supply staff, will be wearing identification badges. On the schoolyard, the school 

staff wear safety vests and are assigned to specific zones and/or students.  

 

During inclement weather, parents and caregivers must remain outside of the school building 

so that we can dismiss our bus students and Kindergarten students in an organized and safe 

manner through the front exit doors. Thank you for your support!  

 

Parking—Please do not park or drop off  in the bus loading zone or in spaces designated for visitors 

needing accessible parking spaces.  

MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

A reminder, for the safety of all students, that all medication to be taken by or given to your 

child at school, requires an Administration of Oral Medication form to be completed by a 

parent/guardian to indicate the medication must be taken during school hours. All 
medications must be stored safely in the office (or classroom with approval of the teacher) and 

administered by designated school staff.  



“I HAVE IDEAS” is our theme for 
January  

Recipients of our Thunder 
certificates for “I HAVE A 
VOICE”, including Mrs. 
Robertson and Ms. Livingstone! 

I HAVE A 
VOICE! 



 

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC SCHOOL                                                     
EARLY REGISTRATION DATES FOR 

JK and NEW SK  

FOR THE  

2017/2018 SCHOOL YEAR  

 
Registration for junior kindergarten (children born in 2013 and NEW senior kindergarten 
students (children who have NOT attended JK but were born in 2012) for September 
2017 will take place on:  

Thursday, February 16th—1:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 17th—10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Please phone the school office (519-579-0890) to book an appointment with  

Mrs. Miller if you will be registering your child. If you have a child attending St. John 
currently, call the office and forms can be sent home so you can begin the registration 
process prior to your appointment. 

 

The mother, father or legal guardian of the child entering Junior Kindergarten or 
Kindergarten must be present to register. The following will be required: a birth 
certificate or other legal proof of your child’s age, a Catholic Baptismal Certificate of 
your child, or of either parent, and your child’s updated immunization records. We will 
also require proof of your home address. The child who is being registered is welcome to 
visit the school at the time of registration.  

 

The law states the Region of Waterloo Public Health must have a record of your child’s 
immunization in order to attend school in Ontario. You will receive a School 
Immunization Information Form that must be completed and returned to the school and 
forwarded on to the Public Health Unit. If you refuse immunization for your child, you 
must complete the back of the form, which is an Immunization Exemption Request.  

 

Parents are encouraged to arrange a visit to a family physician for a hearing and vision 
screening, prior to the child’s entry to school.  

 

Children requiring special resources (i.e., speech and language support, hearing and 
visual supports, etc.) should register in the school in their home area.  



Over 100 years ago, the great African American educator Booker 

T. Washington spoke about resilience: 

“I have learned that success is to be measured not so 

much by the position that one has reached in life as 

by the obstacles overcome while trying to succeed.” 

Research has since established resilience as essential for human 

thriving, and an ability necessary for the development of healthy, 

adaptable young people. It's what enables children to emerge from 

challenging experiences with a positive sense of themselves and 

their futures. Children who develop resilience are better able to 

face disappointment, learn from failure, cope with loss, and adapt 

to change. We recognize resilience in children when we observe 

their determination, grit, and perseverance to tackle problems 

and cope with the emotional challenges of school and life.  

RESILIENCY 



When your child is absent, please call the office  by 9:30 to let us know.  (519) 579 –0890. Attendance at school every 
day, and being to school on time, supports success for all children in being the best they can be academically, socially, 
emotionally and spiritually. A good start to the day makes all the difference in feeling part of a learning community. 

 

When your child is sick, please keep them at home to rest and get well. It is hard to be at school all day when you don’t 
feel good. And viruses and bugs like people, especially the healthy ones! 

 

If your child takes a bus, please make sure you talk to them about safety and behavior on the bus and at the bus stop. 
Also, please make sure there is somebody at the stop to pick up your child. The bus drivers must return to the school 
with JK/SK students if there isn't a caregiver or parent at the bus stop. Students who are taking the school bus who 
do not normally do so, require a note from his/her parent or caregiver to be signed by the school Principal who will 
determine if this is permissible. 

 

Dismissal/Parking lot/Bus zone 

We dismiss 430 students each day at 3:45 p.m. We ask that families DO NOT enter the school to pick up children be-
fore dismissal unless this can’t be avoided due to appointments etc. This is disruptive to the end of day routines in 
the classrooms.  

Rather than parking in the school lot, please make arrangements with your child to meet at a spot on the school play-
ground or side streets so as to avoid traffic in our parking lot and bus loading zone. For the safety of all of our stu-
dents we respectfully ask that the parking lot in front of the bus zone not be used as a pick up or drop off zone. This 
parking area is reserved for visitors to the school and office staff. The movement of vehicles while busses are enter-
ing, loading and exiting the bus zone is not safe for our students. 

On days that we have EXTREME WEATHER ( cold or rain) we will have our Kindergarten students organized in the 
learning commons for dismissal out the front door. Our students who ride busses have designated spaces inside the 
school to line up for dismissal and will exit as their bus arrives. Students who walk or are picked up will follow their 
normal exit routine.  



St. John Catholic Elementary School—This week’s WCDSB Featured School  

 

St. John Catholic Elementary School is situated in the “heart of the community” in the 

core of Kitchener. The original school building was constructed in 1929 and is listed on 

the City of Kitchener Heritage Register. The school sits adjacent to St. John’s Roman 

Catholic Church, founded over 80 years ago by Monsignor William Gleason.  

 

In June 2009, the Waterloo Catholic District School Board received funding approval 

from the Ministry of Education to reconstruct St. John Catholic Elementary School. At 

that time there was a strong desire to retain the heritage portion of the building and 

while that complicated the building design, the result was a new building that blended the 

old with the new and respected the Catholic heritage of the amalgamated school 

communities of St. John and Monsignor Gleason.  

 

During the two years of demolition and re-construction, St John students and staff 

moved to Monsignor Gleason and began their journey to a community of one. At that time, 

the population of students was approximately 320 and was growing and there were 25 

languages and cultures celebrated in this amalgamated school community.  

 

St. John re-opened in 2012 after a two year renovation and tireless dedication and 

commitment on the part of students, families, school and WCDSB staff. If you have ever 

had the opportunity to walk through the NEW St. John, you immediately felt the warm 

embrace of our WCDSB vision: “Heart of the community, success for each, and a place 

for all”.  The mural on the wall at the main entrance greets you in the languages of our 

students and families. The renovated building is truly a reflection of old and new. Of note 

are the L’Arche Crosses in each classroom and prayer space, blessed by Monsignor 

Kroetsch, symbolizing our faith and reflecting the unique community that is St. John.  

 

The current enrolment at St. John Catholic School is approximately 430 students. We 

have 4 Kindergarten classrooms and 14 classrooms, Grades 1-8. More than half of our 

students primarily speak a second language at home. We have 50 staff including a 

Principal and Vice Principal and a full-time English Second Language teacher. We also have 

a YMCA settlement worker in our school one day a week. In addition to our core day 

school program we have an extended day program, both before and after school, and a 

Beyond the Bell program in the afternoon in partnership with the YMCA. In the summer 

we host the Summer Boost Program for improved literacy/numeracy. Our staff give 

generously of their time to support many activities for our students including WE team 

(social justice), intramurals, “extra” murals, sports teams, coding club and drama & dance 

clubs to name a few.  



John the Baptist, our namesake, is best known for evangelization and his baptizing of Jesus. 

During his public ministry, John the Baptist was known for attracting large crowds across Judea 

and around the Jordan River. He told his followers to turn to Christ, calling him the “Lamb of 

God.” Following his baptism of Christ, John’s popularity grew. Like John the Baptist, we strive to 

attract crowds at St. John school who want to join us in celebrating the gift of our Catholic faith 

and all the amazing things that happen in this school community from Sacramental celebrations 

to Mass to family learning nights to Christmas in the Thunderdome to family movie night to 

family BBQs, the list goes on and on. 

 

Like many schools built in the heart of communities back in the day, St. John has a rich history 

and strong ties to community partners including the Catholic Women’s League (very active with 

our school), the Cherry Park and Victoria Hills Community Associations, the Waterloo Region 

Catholic Schools Foundation, the Catholic Community Foundation of Waterloo Region, Nutrition 

for Learning (and the countless volunteers who support this vital breakfast program), Beyond the 

Bell (a YMCA after school program)  and of course St. John’s Roman Catholic Parish under the 

pastoral leadership of Father Francisco Cruz. St. John’s Roman Catholic Church is unique in that 

it is bilingual, serving two parish communities: St. John the Baptist and Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

We have a dedicated and active School Council and many volunteers who energetically support 

the life of the school in any way. Thanks to the generous support of the donors who support the 

Waterloo Region Catholic Schools Foundation, the St. John Thunder Productions Crew features a 

drama production each year at the Registry Theatre. This year they will be performing “Little 

Mermaid Jr.”  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read the story of St. John Catholic Elementary School so far…

if you want to know more you will have to come and visit us. You can also follow us on twitter 

@stjthunder 

I AM RESILIENT 

 

I HAVE POTENTIAL 

 
I CAN LEARN 

Rooted in Faith 


